
STANDARDS 

Don't add more bureaucracy to standards, government told 
Representatives of standards writ

ing, trade, and professional organiza
tions recently had a chance to offer 
their views on the current status of 
U.S. involvement in international stan
dards related activities and to suggest 
improvements. In general, they dis
agreed with a proposed government 
solution that would set up a federal 
standards coordinating body. 

The late Apri l hearing, sponsored by 
the National Institute of Standards 
and Techno logy ( N I S T ) , was 
prompted by the requirement that the 
Secretary of Commerce oversee and 
promote U.S. participation in interna
tional standards activities under the 

Trade Agreements Act of 1979. This 
is the act that made the United States 
a signatory to the G A T T treaty. 

The government has proposed es
tablishing a federal standards council 
(SCUSA) to improve coordination of 
U.S. interests in international stan
dards activities. This body would be 
modelled after the Standards Council 
of Canada. 

With spokesmen from organizations 
representing over one million mem
bers wanting to be heard, the hearing 
went on for three full days. Although 
I was only able to attend the first day, 
the testimony was sufficiently repre
sentative and unanimous that my 

observations should reflect the remain
ing days' comments. 

Four themes came out of the re
marks. Foremost was that the volun
tary U.S. standards organizations, led 
by A N S I , should be left alone to con
tinue the work they are doing success
fully. S C U S A would just be an unnec
essary extra layer of bureaucracy and 
control, witnesses contended. 

Second, it was noted that the federal 
government is the single largest user 
of voluntary standards, but pays only 
1% of the total fees and dues collected 
by A N S I and the other U.S. standards 
organizations. If the government were 
to pay its fair share of costs in relation
ship to the benefits it gets from volun
tary standards, the whole U.S. stan
dards structure would be stronger, 
representatives claimed. 

Third, witnesses observed that gov
ernment-private sector coordination 
would be improved if more govern
ment employees at every level, but 
especially at the federal level, partici
pated in voluntary standards writing 
activities. In particular, this would 
foster greater compatibility between 
government and private sector goals. 

Finally, it was recognized that smaller 
companies often do not have the fi
nancial resources to be effectively 
represented at standards writing meet
ings. Several speakers suggested that 
N IST set up a grant fund to which 
small businesses could apply for travel 
expenses associated with international 
standards related activities. 

For more information about the 
hearing and to obtain a full transcript 
of the proceedings, please write to 
Stanley I. Warshaw, Director, Office 
of Standards Services, National Insti
tute of Standards and Technology, 
Administration Bldg., Room A-603, 
Gaithersburg, M d . 20899. 

—Robert E. Parks 
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